
MCR GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, 7th Week, Michaelmas Term
November 23rd 2010

Upper MCR
8:00 pm

MCR Formal Hall at 7:15 pm to precede meeting.

AGENDA

Present:
Jonathan Williams, President
Oren Margolis, Vice President
Scott Culligan, Treasurer
Carina Foster, Secretary
Emma O’Brien, Social Secretary to the Dean
Stephanie Dobrowolski, Social Secretary
Edward Owen, Male Welfare
Helen Chadwick, Women’s Welfare
Michael Streatfield, Computing Officer
Hannah Arnold, First Year Representative
Apologies:
Daniel Martins, Sports Representative

Meeting opened at 8.20pm by Jonathan Williams

1. Committee Reports
President:

 Jon attended a Governing Body (GB) meeting a few weeks ago. As discussed at the
last MCR meeting, the Development Fund allocated £18,000 to fund a Masters
student in the Arts, subject to GB approval. At their meeting GB approved this, but
made the change that it would be to fund an Arts Graduate student, their preference
apparently being for a DPhil student.

 Also at the GB meeting the Senior Tutor raised the issue that Research Councils
will no longer pay College fees. This issue will affect the whole University, and
neither the University or the College have made any decisions on what changes will
be made. The possibility of accepting less graduate students was mentioned.

 Last year College introduced a new accommodation policy where a £200 deposit
was required upon entering an accommodation ballot. This means the money is
required before the rent prices for the following year are announced. Jon was told
by the College that this hadn’t been implemented yet. [One member present raised a
concern that they had been charged the deposit – Jon said he would speak to them
afterwards]. The MCR Committee raised the issue and it will be changed, subject to
GB approval, so that the deposit will be required when a lease is signed, which will
be after rent prices are announced.

 Jon and Carina met with the Accommodation Officer and the Academic
Administrator to discuss provisions for disabled access at the College site. They
will be producing a report to present at the first SLC meeting next term. If anybody
has any thoughts on this matter please get in touch with Jon.



Vice President:
 Sign up for the End of Term Dinner, the theme is ‘A night at the Opera’. It is on

Friday of 9th week, Dec 10th. It might be the last one!
 There are plans to put some art work on the blank wall at the back of the Upper

MCR. Oren is in discussions with an artist who is an undergraduate at Jesus and
will send out the link to his website. (Oren does not know him personally, only
knows him through his artwork). He would like to get a feel of what people in the
MCR would like to put on this wall. Would people prefer something that represents
the College, something realistic or abstract? The artist would be paid. Oren will
bring a proposal as a motion to an MCR meeting next term, so the MCR will have
some choice in this matter. Email Oren if you have any ideas for this wall, or people
to speak with regarding producing art work.

 It was asked what had happened to the old MCR photos that had been on the wall.
There are now down in the bunker but the 5 most recent ones are displayed in the
upper MCR.

Treasurer:
 The whisky bar has recovered all costs so far.
 There will be a meeting for investors soon to decide what to buy next (Alice asked

at the last meeting for Sloe Gin).

Social Secretaries:
 There was a bar crawl planned with Lincoln and Exeter, but it has now been

cancelled. An outing to see the Christmas lights being switched on, at Broad Street
this Friday has been organised instead.

 There is a cheese and wine evening on Thursday after the MCR speaker event and
formal hall.

IT officer:
 The cut of wireless access in College has been brought up as an issue in the

accommodation survey. There are now wireless systems that work with the new
internet system. Michael is trying to sort this out.

 Both the upper and lower MCR should have wireless access (installed in the
bunker), but seems to only work with Mac computers at the moment.

First Year Rep:
 There will be a Christmas themed brunch on Sunday at 1pm in upper MCR.

2. Studentship
This MCR notes:

i) The destruction of the Islamic University, the largest and most important institution of
higher education in Gaza, happened during the conflict in winter 2008-2009
ii) It is now nearly impossible to rebuild the University due to the blockade on the entry of
construction materials into the Gaza Strip.
iii) The University Exam Regulations Appendix I, Section 1, 6.9 states that “the University
shall remit three-fifths of the prescribed composition fees payable by any overseas student
who establishes… that at least half of the cost of the student's maintenance … has been
provided by resident Junior Members of the University…”
iv) A scholarship has been established over the course of the last year and half at St.
Edmund Hall, a portion of which is funded by members of the JCR and MCR (£5 per
student per term) and a charitable foundation, and the rest of which is funded through the
University's waiver of fees as outlined in the Exam Regulations and the College's waiver of
a percentage of their fees on a similar basis, and which has been taken up this year.



This MCR further notes:

vi) Given i) and ii) to set up a scholarship at Jesus College after the example of iv) and in
accordance with
iii) that will involve a voluntary contribution from JCR and MCR members.

This MCR therefore proposes:

vii) To mandate the JCR/MCR member Emily Dreyfus to request that the college seek to
provide a scholarship fund so as to partly fund one student of suitable ability from the
Islamic University to study for a first degree at the College with all fees and reasonable
living costs accounted for.
viii) To ask for such a contribution from Jesus students as would be necessary to trigger the
University's waiver of its fees as outlined in the Exam Regulations above, initially set at
£2.25 per term and to rise no higher than £5.00 without a further motion, with this amount
to be reduced appropriately as and when external support is available.

Proposed: Emily Dreyfus
Seconded: Rachel Simon

Emily spoke to introduce the motion:
 This same motion has already been passed in the JCR, last week.
 This scholarship should be put in place: we have a unique chance to do this given

the stance of the University on this issue and the waiver of fees outlined in the exam
regulations. The case of the Islamic University of Gaza (IUG) fits the criteria. The
students that study at IUG are of the right calibre to come to Oxford, and the
application process will ensure this. Oxford University has a large International
community and there is a lot of diversity. There is no one else at Jesus from this
area (Gaza).

 It can be done, as shown by St Edmund Hall.
 This studentship will be run in the same way as the one at St Edmund Hall.
 Emily provided a copy of the document sent by St Edmund Hall to the IUG,

detailing the admissions process. The studentship was advertised throughout the
IUG and interested students sent applications. A high level of academic
achievement was required to qualify to apply, 10 students sent in applications. The
College then interviewed 5 of these applicants by Skype, and chose 1 to receive the
studentship.

Ramy Salem, a student from IUG funded by a similar scheme at Oxford Brookes
spoke:

 He was present at the University during the attack.
 As a result of the attack the science and engineering laboratory facilities were

destroyed.
 This loss of facilities has resulted in changes to the degree schedule for science and

engineering students. (approx 16,000 students)
 Gaza is still under blockade, no construction material can be brought in to the area,

so the facilities cannot be rebuilt.
 Jesus College will be sending a message of support to the students at the IUG that

they care about making education available to everyone. One studentship will not
solve the problem, but we might be able to set an example that other colleges and
universities might follow.

 Nobody had any questions for Ramy, he then left at 8.42pm



Q&A to Emily
 Oxford University will waive 60% the of tuition fee if Junior members will

provide up to half of maintenance fees. (maintenance includes all
accommodation and food costs, estimated to be between £6000-£11000 pa). If
JCR and MCR members provide this amount Emily can then ask College to
waive the other 40% of tuition fees.

 It would be an opt-out system (not opt-in), but ample chance to opt out would
be given by email.

 If there aren’t enough people willing to give the money, nobody would be
charged/those that had would get their money back.

 The other half of the maintenance costs would be covered by a charitable
organization. Emily has looked into this and expects to be able to get the
money from either the Hoping foundation (set up by a fellow at St Edmund
Hall) or the British Welfare Foundation. There are other options, but Emily is
confident that the money would be provided from these sources. In any case
the money would come from a British based, registered charity.

 It was asked what would happen if after the first year of the studentship not
enough junior members signed up to pay. What would happen to the student?
Emily does not foresee this happening; a lot of people would have to opt out.

 This motion would not need to be voted on each year.
 Governing Body would set the eligibility criteria.
 A question was asked regarding the admissions process in Gaza, how were

students chosen to attend IUG? How do we ensure that the process is clean?
The IUG is directly funded by the British Council, and is an internationally
reputable institution. The admissions process there is similar to Oxford,
students are chosen by their academic accomplishments. (Not political views as
was the subject of the question).As far as how they are chosen for this
studentship, the process begins with GB approving a document to send to IUG
inviting students to apply. College will then review their applications and
choose who to interview.

 A question was asked regarding the decision to fund a studentship from Gaza
when, given the increase in tuition fees in the UK, there will be home students
unable to afford to study at university. Emily proposed to fund this studentship
because she knows people in Gaza, and because the University will waive part
of the fees for a student in this situation. This is a unique opportunity, these
students were already studying at university, and then their degree was
interrupted due to the damage to the facilities.

 This studentship would be for a student affected by the loss of facilities, so
either a scientist, engineer or medic.

 Somebody asked why the University is putting the emphasis on Junior
members to raise this money, if it is such a reputable scheme. Why isn’t the
University setting up a specific scheme? Emily couldn’t answer for the
University, but said that given that they aren’t we can use this offer, set out in
the exam regulations to our advantage to help in this situation.

 It was asked whether the student would have to provide any information about
how they will use their education back in Gaza. Emily thinks this is a good
idea, and would be happy to ask GB to include this sort of question in the
application process.

 MCR members were reminded that this motion does not include the spending
of MCR funds. It is a personal choice whether to support this studentship.

 Passing of this motion allows Emily to speak to College about setting up this
scheme.



 If the MCR does not pass this motion Emily will have to go back to the JCR
and submit the motion again, but asking for each JCR member to be billed a
larger sum to cover the cost.

 Emily was asked how she saw the political ramifications of funding this
studentship in the wider setting. She answered that she does not see this as a
political issue. It is a chance to give a disadvantaged student an education
funded by the college. It would show that we care about education.

 It was raised that the IUG is not an organ of Hamas, but is considered more
pro-Hamas than other universities in the area. Emily was asked what she would
say to those who might be uncomfortable with us working with an institution
associated with Hamas views. She answered that the IUG is not officially
affiliated with Hamas and we are not supporting the institution by taking this
student, just recognizing that we can help one person.

Moved to vote
F/A/Ab
24/4/6
Motion passed

3. MCR bike lights
This MCR notes that:

i. We have available for MCR members to borrow a number of bicycles. There aren't any
lights for them.
ii. You really shouldn't cycle at night without lights, full stop.

This MCR therefore resolves to:

(i) Purchase two sets of bicycle lights, of the same sort which the JCR have acquired for
use. They cost £20 per pair, are extremely bright and very easily attachable and removable.
(ii) Make these lights available for those borrowing MCR bicycles.
(iii) Make these lights available on their own for those who find themselves accidentally
without their own bike lights after the setting of the sun and the coming of the cold, dark
night, on the same basis.

Proposed by: Edward Owen
Seconded by: Daniel Mendes de Oliveira Martins

F/A/Ab
Seconder not present so the MCR was unable to vote (Constitutional issue).

4. MCR clocks and mirror
This MCR notes:

(i) The upper MCR has recently been redecorated
(ii) Before the upper MCR redecoration there were clocks and a mirror on the walls

This MCR further notes:

It is good to know the time, e.g. so you know when to go to formal.
It is good to be able to check you look nice, e.g. before you go to formal.



This MCR therefore proposes to:

Spend up to £150 on two wall clocks and a large wall mirror for the upper MCR, plus
batteries and wall fixtures if required, in fitting with the new room decor.

Proposed: Alice Taylor
Seconded: Emma O’Brien

The mirrors and clocks bought would be in keeping in the room. The plan is to spend
around about £60 for the mirror and around £30 for each clock.

F/A/Ab
31/1/3
Motion passed

5. MCR Mannequin
MOTION that:

This MCR notes:

(i) The upper MCR has recently been redecorated
(ii) The nature of the room says there is something missing at present, necessary to
complete the ambiance of the room
(iii) Several MCR members have suggested that this ‘something’ is the top half of a
mannequin, painted gold

This MCR further notes:

That such an object previously existed but it mysteriously disappeared after the completion
of the redecoration, without the MCR being consulted about its removal.

This MCR therefore proposes to:

Spend up to £100 on a new mannequin and gold paint

Proposed: Alice Taylor
Seconded: Hannah (M) Arnold

Someone asked about the rainbow belt that used to cover her modesty, but that is not part
of this motion, perhaps an MCR member would provide this. Hoping to be able to purchase
just the top half, not a full mannequin. Was it stolen in the first place? Oren threw out the
old one after the redecoration. It was pointed out that at a previous meeting before the
redecoration project started it was asked whether the mannequin would stay and requested
that it would. People enjoyed having it in the MCR and want it back. It could be kept on
top of the piano, or in a corner. Would you be willing to consult with the designer? This
would probably increase the cost to more than £100.

F/A/Ab
8/16/10
Motion NOT passed



6. End of Term Dinners
This MCR notes that:

(i) College is now charging the MCR for staffing costs incurred for dinners held outside of
normal term time.
(ii) End of Term dinners are now much more expensive, even with full MCR subsidy.
(iii) Attendance at End of Term Dinners has decreased, at least partly due to this increase in
price.

This MCR therefore proposes to
(i) To hold one End of Year Dinner in Trinity Term
(ii) To hold a large MCR event in Michaelmas and Hilary Terms (starting in HT 2011) as a
replacement for the dinner.

Proposed: Oren Margolis
Seconded: Carina Foster

The EOT dinners used to sell out easily, but this is no longer the case. We can understand
why College need to add on the extra staffing costs, but it has almost doubled the cost of
the dinner. The subsidy closes the cost for MCR members from £32 to £25, so it is still
very expensive. £3600 is used to subsidise these dinners each year, while £3000 is the
whole social budget for the year. A significant portion of MCR funds are now being used
to subsidise an event that not many people are attending. We could use this money better
on entertainment events that might then be free to members, perhaps on some kind of end
of term party that doesn’t involve a meal in hall. A meal in hall is no longer the novelty it
once was now that we have the new Thursday formal.
It was asked whether the new Thursday formal would still be running next year. There has
been nothing said to the contrary, and they are going well, so we assume that they will
continue. It was also asked if it would be possible to use it the extra money on providing
some free seats at Thursday formal halls throughout the term for MCR members.
If EOT dinners were stopped there would be more money to go around for other social
nights, so we may have other things on offer for free. It was discussed that it might still be
nice to subsidise something related to a dinner in hall, maybe encouraging people to attend
a specific formal hall dinner, or at one of the Christmas dinners instead. We could treat a
Thursday formal as an event, providing drinks beforehand and after. However attendance
would be restricted, as non-MCR members may also want to attend that night, so there
wouldn’t be space in hall for everyone.

F/A/Ab
26/0/6
Motion passed

7. Constitutional changes
(i) Changes to Honorary Membership criteria.
(ii) Addition of MCR bikes maintenance to the responsibilities of the sports representative.
(iii) Amendments to Financial Motions
(iv) Newsletter Editor selection
(v) Proposal of the MCR budget
(vi) Motions that involve adding charges to battels.

A question was asked by Michael Streatfield regarding the specific wording of the
membership criteria change.



Concern was raised whether allowing financial motions to be amended (to decrease the
sum requested) might cause people to ask for more. This could be discouraged by the
Treasurer, as financial motions can only be proposed after the treasurer has been consulted.

8. Accommodation Policy changes
A draft of the proposed changes was sent out to MCR members. It is a draft and hasn’t
incorporated the results from the accommodation survey yet. The new policy will be
discussed at an SLC meeting in 0th week of Hilary term, which is before the next MCR
meeting. It will also be discussed by the JCR and they may have some problems with the
proposed changes. These changes to the policy were made in response to the poor uptake of
college accommodation this year, and are intended to improve it. If anyone thinks that the
changes might have a negative effect on uptake, or any other comments about these
changes please let Jon know before the SLC meeting.

Points made:
 The lack of specific housing for graduate students might be a negative. Graduates

may not want to live in the same staircase/block as undergraduates.
 Conference guests are given the rooms that the undergraduate vacate during the

vacations. The lack of specific graduate/undergraduate blocks of accommodation
would mean that the conference guests would be living in areas where graduates are
still resident.

 Students that do not find groups to live with are often put together to share flats.
Graduate students in this position may not want to have to live with undergraduates.

 The changes include the conversion of 4 flats at 121 Woodstock Road into rooms
that would be individually leased. What would happen to the people that are already
in those flats this year and want to renew their lease next year?

 The removal of the guarantee for undergraduates to have the option of College
accommodation for the duration of their course could have a negative impact on
applications to the College. It is also unfair to those who are already here and chose
Jesus due to this policy, to then have it revoked.

 121 residents are having issues with the accommodation policy already. Empty
rooms in flats are already being leased to students at other colleges. Students are
worried that this trend to split flats and allow rooms to be individually leased might
make it easier for college to rent to people not at Jesus. This change was actually
requested by the MCR, as there are graduate students that only want to lease a room
for a portion of the year. At present they either have to find another tenant for their
room for the period they aren’t in Oxford, or pay the rent even if the room is empty.

9. Turl Street Arts Festival- Amadeus Stevenson
This is held every year and Amadeus wants to bring it to the attention of MCR members. It
takes place in 5th week of HT and brings the 3 Turl Street Colleges together. It tends to be
JCR dominated, but would be great to have more MCR members involved. If you’re
interested let Amadeus know. He will also send out an email with details.

10. AOB
Nothing was raised.

The meeting was closed at 9.35pm


